Roger Brigham, Chair

Wrestlers WithOut Borders (WWB)
571 58th Street

Oakland CA 94609
+1.510.547.5304

roger@idorapark.com

To: Gene Dermody, treasurer, WWB
Re: Wrestlers Without Borders Delegate Designation

24 February 2010

Dear Gene,

| understand some Antwerp organizers approachedo/koow what level of support Wrestlers WithOut
Borders (WWB) will offer a third World OutGames (V&), currently scheduled to be held in 2013 in

Antwerp. | will summarize our response below and yay share this with your contacts as necessary.

WWB published its answer to this issue in July 2008t before the staging of WOG2 in Copenhaged, an
our decision was recently discussed and reconfirtiniednonth. The short answem® love Antwerp, we
have heard only wonderful things from our membehs were able to be part of the Antwerp EuroGames
in 2007, andvould heartily welcome a return of the EuroGamesto Antwerp, but regrettably, because
we believe th&VOGs have proven to be a costly and divisive burden on LGBT sports and cultural

organizationwe will not support a WOG3 or any other future WOG.
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We believe the decision to hold WOG2 was unilatgregmature, and without the support of the LGBT
organizations or concern for their members. Weebelithe decision to hold WOG3 even more untenable i
light of the sports results of WOG2 and the damgdpurdens a continuation of the WOGs places ontspor

groups.

Our full statement, sent to the members of theamnice group on the Future of LGBT Sports that was
being held in conjunction with WOG2, is readily dahle to the public on the web site

http://Igbtsportsfuture.wordpress.cqoralong with similar position papers from other LGBports

organizations.

At the time we were offering support for wrestliagWOG2, which as it turned out drew only seven
wrestlers to its 'tournament,’ which was an evareldurnout than our worst predictions and not a
sufficient number to provide a safe and competitivacket (“critical mass”). We stated categoricallythe
time that based on the drain we had seen on fallganizations that had been caused by divided pteem
to support both the Gay Games and World OutGame&3@¥), the geographical fracturing in WWB that
we had sought to heal in the wake of Montreal 2@@@, the desire to see the LGBT global sports tedni
at the Gay Games as it had been before the adf/#me BVOGs, we could not and would not support

WOG3 in 2013 if it were held, nor any other fut\©G.

Our exact words were:

"WWB will continue its WWB Cup in non-Gay Games years, will continue to encourage
wrestling clubs to be members of their local city teams and participate in sports festivals, and will
continue to support the Federation of Gay Games and the Gay Games event itself. We cannot

sanction a World OutGames (WOGS) tournament past 2009."

We also suggested:
"WWB would love to see the EuroGames restore their previous calendar of competition in every
three years out of four: 2011-13, 2015-17, etc." and " Preparations are already begun for Antwerp

2013. The community would be best served if those games were EuroGames rather than a World

OutGames. End World OutGamesafter World OutGames2(WOGs2) in Copenhagen.”
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We have heard nothing but praise for the wrestling that was held in 2007 in Antwerp at the
EuroGames — the first time North American wrestlers werewaléd to compete in those Games. We would
loveto see the EuroGames restored to their former glory, we would love eghe LGBT sports and
cultural community continue tanite in the Gay Games, and we would love to see GLISA continue to
develop theContinental OutGamesin under-served areas with the conference-sports-culture-party
formula that has proven to be a valuable succei®se areas where at this time a more sportsicentr

global event is not feasible.

Events and reports which have become known sinceakeour position last July — such as the decgjnin
participation numbers cited by Team Berlin in ilgaxtions since the advent of WOG — only strengthen
our belief that it would be a mistake to continbe WOGs, and that those who would do so, while thei
intentions may be noble, do not serve the interefstise LGBT sports world per se. Their own words,
recorded in the final official status report frommgenhagen, confirm as much. That report, also @vailat

http://Igbtsportsfuture.wordpress.cqreays:

" If the secretariat had copied the concept which formed the basis of the first World OutGames
(WOGs1) in Montreal, we would be seeing an event where sport was the overwhelmingly
dominant aspect. But in Copenhagen, as mentioned above, we chose to raise the priority and give
the human rights dimension and the cultural meeting between the event and the city the same
weighting as the sports activities.... Thereis no doubt that there was also an expectation among
the politicians at the outset that World OutGames (WOGs) would primarily be a sports event. But
if the secretariat had only held onto the sports concept, the human rights concept would have
either been non-existent or very diluted, and the cultural bridge-building between the event and

the city would also been as good as non-existent."

Previous reports from the Copenhagen event indibatdocal politicians at the time they agreeduied
such an undertaking were unaware of the resentwidin the global LGBT sports and cultural
community against the existence of the WOGs becaittee fracturing of loyalties and dilution of lited
resources it had caused and the stronger desited@mommunity to be instead reunited at the Gaypé€xa

as the "one quadrennial event" as they had beeiopsy.

We would hope that Antwerp politicians and orgarsagould be cognizant of the sentiments of the
community and recognize the inadvisability of samreg as counterproductive as attempting a WOG,
which would be more expensive than a EuroGamesfbotbarticipants and for operators, and wouldgest

a wound rather than fill a need.
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We are not involved with the ins-and-outs of eitBéiSA or the European Gay & Lesbian Sports
Federation, so we do not know if it is possible Amtwerp to stage a EuroGames in 2013 or if youldiou
desire to do so. We do know that we have everyoretisbelieve a EuroGames event in 2013 would be a

success and a welcome return to the normalcy weyedjbefore 2006.

We hope this clarifies our position and the readon#. Best of luck and we hope to see you tlgarnyin

Cologne.

On behalf of WWB,

Roger Brigham

Chair, Wrestlers WithOut Borders
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